154                                  ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY
caused by the decreasing productivity of the mines. Among the
more important industries now established in small workshops
within the mountain area are embroidery and lace-making, which
in many villages provide the inhabitants with their chief source of
livelihood; the manufacture of clocks, watches, and musical instru-
ments owes its origin to, and to some extent is still dependent
upon, the presence of timber and the absence of more valuable
sources of economic activity. A few only of the more important
towns need be mentioned, Plauen is the commercial centre for
embroidery in the Vogtland. In the Erzgebirge, Annaberg is the
chief seat of the lace-making industry, and Glashiitte is noted for
its clocks and watches. In contrast with the mountain area, the
zone of contact between highland and lowland along which the
coalfields lie is a region of large-scale manufacture. The cotton
industry is of considerable importance, and here is found about
one-fifth of all the cotton spindles in Germany. Its centre is at
Chemnitz, but a number of other towns, including Zwickau, Werdau,
Crimmitschau, Glauchau, Meerane, Olsnitz, and Lugau are also
extensively engaged in it. The woollen industry, which owes part
of its prosperity to the excellent wool obtained from the merino
sheep of Saxony, is also carried on in most of these towns, though
weaving is still to some extent a domestic pursuit, and around
Glauchau and Meerane large numbers of handloom weavers are
settled. Zwickau is the centre of an important iron and steel
industry, its raw materials coming from the Ruhr, and both there
and at Chemnitz textile and other machinery is made. Porcelain
works, obtaining their kaolin from numerous granitic areas in the
mountains, are established in various places, but especially at
Meissen, where there is a national factory. Among other products
of this belt are chemicals, furniture, leather, paper, and sugar. On -
the plain industrial development has taken place in the lignite
region. Chemical works have been established at various towns,
notably at Merseburg, where the Badische Anilin have large fac-
tories for the production of synthetic ammonia. Gulpa, near Bitter-
feld, transmits electric power to Berlin, over 100 miles distant.
Dyeing, paper-making, tanning, and other industries of various
small towns in this area have all benefited by their easy access to
lignite.
THE SUDETES, which form the north-east flank of the Bohemian